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CHAMPIONS!
BHS WINS

• 38TH MOAS General Assembly

• Spelling Bee 2019

• TEDX Belize High School 

• Raspberry Pi

• Hackathon 

• BHS Day of Services

Highlights



MODEL OAS

The Model of the Organization of American States (OAS) General 
Assembly is a simulation exercise of the political and parliamentary 

proceedings of the General Assembly and of the Permanent Council. The 
Model OAS General Assembly (MOAS), is held in Washington D.C. and is 
open to all students of the Americas, with the main purpose of promoting 

democratic values among the youth and familiarizing students with the 
mission of the OAS. The MOAS is a hands-on experience that encourages 

students to develop leadership and communication skills as well as 
negotiation techniques through the practice of diplomacy.

The Model OAS General Assembly (MOAS) seeks to promote a strong 
sense of scholarship and leadership as well as a commitment to the 

principles of honesty, fairness, respect, and accountability. Participants 
shall commit to uphold these principles in all MOAS activities and to 

promote a culture of integrity and respect for diversity.

During the MOAS, delegates will simulate the sessions of the following 
political organs of the OAS: the initial days of the Model are for the 

meetings of the Permanent Council and of the five Preparatory 
Committees of the General Assembly, where resolutions are drafted by the 
students within Working Groups convened during these initial days. After 
those joint resolutions have been debated and approved in the Preparatory 
Committees, they are presented to the MOAS General Assembly (the last 

day of the MOAS) for adoption, thus becoming mandates.

38th General Assembly 



MODEL OAS

This was the 5th year of 
participation by BHS in 

Washington D.C.
With the largest delegation 

under their supervision, thank 
you to the chaperones Mrs.  

Sharp, Mrs. Francisco, and Ms. 
Watters with Junior, Kai Blades 
representing as Vice Chair on 

the MOAS staff.

Left to Right : Ms.Cinnamon Bottaro, Executive Assistant to the Assistant Secretary General (ASG); 
Assistant Secretary General, Mr. Nestor Mendez; Advisor to the ASG, Ms.Kendall Belisle, and 30 

students who represented OAS member states; Haiti, El Salvador and Antigua and Barbuda.

38th General Assembly 



Delegation of 
Antigua and 

Barbuda

Back Left to Right: 
Gabriel, Dayanara, Ellie, 

Alejandro, Chase

Front Left to Right:
Katja, Kim, Christiana, 

Aejelee, Karina

Delegation of 
Haiti

Back Left to Right: 
Jared, Terry, Jonah 

Front Left to Right:
Himanshi, Brianna, 
Taylor, Alexandra, 
Leanna, Caterina

Delegation of El 
Salvador

Back Left to Right: 
Kuaven, Lorenzo, 

Ryan, Tatiana, 
Anthony

Front Left to Right:
Kristin, Bhumika , 

Sabrina, Teresa, Tya



Washington D.C. Highlights

At George Washington University

On the way to Georgetown University



Congratulations to Senior 
student, Ryan Smith, for 
being  recognized by the 

Office of the Assistant 
Secretary General as 

Outstanding Head Delegate: 
Juridical & Political Affairs

El Salvador. 

Congratulations to Senior 
Student, Ellie Tesucum, for 

being  recognized by the 
Office of the Assistant 
Secretary General as 

Outstanding Head Delegate: 
InterAmerican Council for 

Integral Development, 
Antigua and Barbuda.

Congratulations to 
Junior Kai Blades for 
being recognized by 

the MOAS 
coordinator as 

outstanding Vice 
Chair.



Spelling Bee

On November 21, 2019, the Annual Spelling was held at the BES/BHS 
Gym. The finalist included: Freshmen Tala, Benny, Nicholas, Alexia; 

Sophomores Ryan G, Lorenzo, Teresa, Lance G, Noah B, Aidan A; 
Juniors Leanna , Tracy, Terry, Alexandra, Zachary, Victoria; Seniors 

Giselle, Tysion, Jason, Jasmayne. The participants studied 150 English 
words, 50 Spanish words, and 30 Mandarin words. In the practice 
round: (Round 1) Each student spelt one practice word. No one was 
eliminated from the competition as a result of the practice round.

In the elimination rounds: (Rounds 2 - 20) Students were eliminated at 
the end of the round when they spelt the word incorrectly. In the final 

round, the reserved list was used to determine the top 3 places. The 
winning word was  INCISIVENESS!

Congratulations to our winners: Tracy Zhao (first place), Ryan 
Gonzalez (second place), Aidan Arnold (third place)!



SLEEP IT 
OUT

At the school’s Sleep It Out event, in collaboration with 
the Welcome Resource Center, students got to 

experience first-hand what it was like to be homeless. 
Although the simulation could not fully replicate the 

conditions and the emotional strain it has on a person, 
the students’ participation in the activities were 

deemed as eye-opening and meaningful. Students 
watched testimonies from people in Belize who 

experienced the hardship of having no place to call 
home. Students also did meditational yoga with Om 
Shanti Belize and experienced the isolation that one 

goes through while being homeless. For the few 
minutes of loneliness, students had to endure, some 

people could not handle staying still being in solitude 
and staring into the night sky. The students made a 

donation of $560, along with toiletries, canned goods, 
and shoes. “This experience taught me that we must 
not take things for granted no matter how menial we 

may think it is.” Lance Bolastig, Junior 1



Congratulations to the B.E.S. Female 
Volleyball Team. They have claimed 
the title of the National Champions 

for Primary School Volleyball 
Competition, Belize City 

Champions, and District Champions 
2019. As a reward for their hard 

work, November 18 was a holiday! 

BES Girls Volleyball 
Champions



Haven house 
color run 2019

Haven House is an organization that provides a safe space for 
battered women and children. The run was to raise awareness 

about the domestic violence in Belize and to show support. Motto: 
“A safe place when home isn’t.” Huge thanks to all the students 
who went out and participated in the Haven House Color Run 

2019!



BELIZE	HIGH	SCHOOL

Dr. John Gough, cardiologist at Buttonwood Bay 
Medical Center, talked about the fascinating field of 

cardiology. He shared his background story and 
explained his daily tasks. He taught us that life is a 
learning experience and students must take every 

moment in life to enrich yourself as a person and as 
a student. He showed us this through how he took 

the initiative to learn how to tune up his machinery 
himself and saved his clinic money! We aspire to be 

such great problem solvers and hope that we can 
take his message and carry out our passions no 

matter how long the journey. Dr. Gough does not 
only work on the heart but also encouraged students 

to be passionate about what they study. “Choose a 
job you love and you will never have to work a day 

in your life.” - Confucius

Mr. Aaron Gongora, owner of Toby’s Lock & 
Keys, told us about the importance of keeping 

at it even when it may seem pointless. He 
inspired the students when he recounted a 

story when he had to crack a safe for a bank 
and spent almost 6 hours working on it. After 5 

hours in, they told him to just give up but he 
insisted that he could do it if given one more 

hour. In the last 10 mins of the hour, he solved 
the problem and opened the safe. His story 

inspired the students to reflect on the 
significance of passion and perseverance. He 

told explained that these two terms are the key 
in producing excellent work and that we 

should settle for nothing less than the best that 
we can do. 

“Do What You Love, Love What you Do”

TEDx BelizeHighSchool is officially licensed with TEDx organization. A TEDx event is a local gathering 
where live TED-like talks and performances are shared with the community.  The purpose of the event is to 

spread ideas and inspire and motivate students. If you or know of someone who would like to participate as a 
speaker for the monthly event, contact jfrancisco@belizehighschool.edu.bz.



Garifuna Settlement Day 
November 19, 2019



Fr. Marion Ganey National

November 22, 2019 The Father Marion Ganey National Quiz 
competition was held at BES/BHS Gym.  There were multiple 
primary school from different districts that participate in this 

competition. Thank you to BHS Honor Society and the IT 
Department for their organization and execution of the 

Father Marion Ganey National Quiz Contest! 



RASPBERRY PI 
Jam 2019

Raspberry Pi Jam is endorsed by the Public Utilities Commission.
This exciting event is hosted annually by the PUC. For the 2019 edition, eleven 

schools from across the nation participated. The eleven teams of up to 
ten students each were encouraged to be innovative using raspberry pi 

technology under the theme:
"Inspiring Solutions to Global Challenges through Innovation and 

Creativity"

The Raspberry Pi is a low cost, credit-card sized computer that plugs into a 
computer monitor or TV, and uses a standard keyboard and mouse. It is a little 
device that enables people of all ages to explore computing and to learn how 

to program in languages like Scratch and Python. It’s capable of doing 
everything you’d expect a desktop computer to do, from browsing the internet 
and playing a high-definition video to making spreadsheets, word-processing, 

and playing games. What’s more, the Raspberry Pi can interact with the 
outside world and has been used in a wide array of digital maker projects, 

from music machines and parent detectors to weather stations and tweeting 
birdhouses with infra-red cameras. The PUC has been championing its use 
among students for the past few years and issued devices to all high schools 

across the entire country.

Belize High School placed 2nd place in the 2019 event!
Their team spokesperson, Tyler gave this interview to Channel 5 News:

Tyler Godoy, Belize High School
“When we were thinking about problems, we realized that Belize has one main 
reoccurring problem which is our dispute with Guatemala; so we thought about 
border security. So, we decided that something that we can use without actually 
having our soldiers out there all the time would be creating a robot or having a 

camera, so we integrated both. To make it freer to move around we made it into the 
shape of a dog. So, what it does, the camera has facial recognition so that it can scan 
people and enter it into a database. It will then notify soldiers or whoever it is on the 
other side that this person is here and scans them if it has seen them before and if it 
ever sees them again it will notify them that it is the exact same person again. It is 
actually really practical because it is able to move around freely and the kit itself 

wasn’t exactly expensive so, I am pretty sure we can manufacture it all here in Belize 
for a cheap price.”



RASPBERRY PI

We are very proud of our BHS 
RASPBERRY PI Team who created 

TerrorByte as a solution to 
Transnational Organized Crime!



Congratulations to 
Team Paradox for 

claiming their 
winning title! 

Left to right: Nehal 
Ramchandani, 

Jasmayne Saunders, 
Caley Wade, Nazette

Guerra

An outstanding 
presentation given by 

both teams!

Left to right: Adrian 
Fonseca, Jacky He, 
James Courtenay, 

Fiona Yang 

HACKATHON



HACKATHON
Hackathon 2019: ”Hack the Problem of Solid Waste 

Management"

Belize High School’s Team Paradox and Team Python were two 

of the four teams that participated in the national business 

Hackathon. Our teams included:

PYTHON: Jacky He, Adrian Fonseca, James Courtenay, and 

Fiona Yang.

PARADOX: Nazette Guerra, Nehal Ramchandani, Jasmayne

Saunders and Caley Wade.

The winning group, PARADOX, won the only prize of $3,000 

with their idea.

Scan to view Team Paradox’s

winning idea!



COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES
Congratulations to Gabriel Coye and 

Alejandro Cuellar on receiving their early 
college acceptances. Alejandro received an 
acceptance from St. Edward’s University in 

Austin, TX and a presidential college 
scholarship, valued at $100,000. Alejandro 

plans to study Business Administration.

Gabriel has been accepted to St. Edward’s 
University in Austin, Texas and was offered 

a presidential scholarship valued at 
$92,000. Gabriel plans to study 

Entrepreneurship. Gabriel has also been 
accepted to Baylor University.

We look forward to their bright futures!



Congratulations to 
the Male Basketball 
Team for winning 

their 1st Playoff game 
and proceeding to 
the semi finals! Go 

BHS RAMS! 

BASKETBALL

Back Row (left to right): James, Jahvon, Anthony, Joel, Christiford, Terry, 
Tsyion, Mr. Rhys

Front Row (left to right): Maddox, Elijah, Vince, Kai.



Day of Service and club 
showcase

Drama Club engaged with the elderly at the Welcome Resource Center
Games and Strategies Club participated
in the World AIDS Day Health Fair at

BTL Park followed by a cleanup.

Music Club provided entertainment at the Welcome 
Resource Center

Impact Club volunteered at Central 
Assembly of God primary school

Movie Club helped to 
organize the pantry at Port 

Loyola Organization for 
Women

The Book Club and Sewing Club 
interacted with students at Stella 

Maris School

Volleyball and Basketball clubs hosted 
a tournament at Buttonwood Bay 

Nazarene Primary School.

Cake Decorating and Music Clubs 
shared cupcakes and played 

Christmas song for the homeless.



Impact 

Club

Book 

Club

Games & 

Strategies 

Club



Drama 

Club

Math 

Club

Movie and 

Film Club



Volleyball 

Club

Sewing 

Club

Basketball 
Club



3D Printing 

Club

Cake 

Decorating 
Club

Music 

Club



Department of Youth Services Annual 
YOUTH AWARDS

BACKGROUND:

The Belize Youth Awards demonstrate to leaders and other policy-makers
the importance of young people’s role in development. The awards also serve
to inspire other young people to take action in their communities.

The DYS looks for young people aged between 15 and 29 years, who have
demonstrated the importance of youth participation in key areas such as poverty
alleviation, conflict resolution and prevention, democracy and environmental
preservation, education, health and well-being, human rights, technology, sport,
science and contributing to the overall achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG’s). It is important to acknowledge the outstanding
contributions made by young people to develop in Belize and to recognize
outstanding talent, commitment, and creativity that exists among our young
people.

BHS is proud to celebrate two groups of students 
awarded on November 29, 2019.

Outstanding Student Government Award 2019, BHS Student Council
Ryan Smith, Governor-General
Alejandro Cuellar, President
Nazette Guerra, Vice- President
Ryan Gonzalez, Student- Teacher Relations
Jonah Coye, Treasurer 
Aidan Arnold, Sports Coordinator 
Aejelee Thurton, Secretary
Emily Quinto, Head Prefect
Amanie El-Sayed-Honor Society
Caley Wade, Head Peer Helper

Innovation in Technology 2019, BHS Robotics Team
Jason Rong, Nehal Ramchandani, Adrian Fonseca, 
Chahatt Chawla, Jonathan Skeen



Congratulations 
to the FGC 

team for their 
Innovation in 
Technology 

Award!

Youth Awards



Congratulations to the Student Council for their winning title of 
Outstanding Student Government! Thank you to all the teachers and 

mentors who prepared the nomination packages.

Youth Awards



Model OAS
As the thirty (30) students dispersed among the 1500 students to 
their Model OAS committees, we urged the delegates to set 
themselves apart. At the end of the conference, everyone 
gathered in the prestigious Hall of the Americas at OAS 
headquarters to acknowledge the leaders of the Americas. The 
highest award is the “Best Delegate” award, presented by OAS 
expert, the chair and vice chair of the five committees. It was 
phenomenal for our BHS delegates to have received 2 of the 5 
awards! Thank you to all our delegates who participated in the 
Model and the mentors: Mrs. Francisco , Mrs. Sharp , and Ms. 
Watters. I honor the work, the creativity and the personal 
commitment.

Spelling Bee
To empower students with positive words- needed to reach 
your full potential. When so much of our life experience 
depends on our attitude, our words and the words of others is 
so important. Every year, this spelling bee challenge is 
presented to all students. It is meant to be a reminder that 
positive words can change your world. 

In this edition of the BHS Bee is the climax of the 2019 Bee, and you have been competitive in Spanish, 
English and Mandarin words! I am so proud of all our participants and our language department 
teachers! Exceptional work!!!

Robotics, Raspberry Pi, Hackathon
Students: Aidan Catzim, Eduard Tsiareshka, Mihir Karnani, Kent Haylock, Brianna Tejada, Tyler Godoy, 
Ethan Hunt, Hannah Zetina, Nazette Guerra, Nehal Ramchandani, Caley Wade, Jasmayne Saunders, 
James Courtenay, Jacky He, Adrian Fonseca, and Fiona Yang.
“It’s not about the ideas, it’s about making things happen.” To our Hackathon and Raspberry Pi Teams: 
Thank you for making thing happen. Thank you to the Raspberry Pi and Hackathon mentors Mr. Reyes, 
Mr. Sosa, and Ms. Young. You truly inspire our students to shape the future. 

Robotics 
Robotics team: Adrian Fonseca, Jonathan Skeen, Nehal Ramchandani, Jason Rong, Chahatt Chawla, Mr. 
Godfrey Sosa, Ms. Marcelli Young, and their families. Thank you students, for being so bold and rising 
up to the challenge!

Sports
Thank you to Coach Rhys for all the time and energy he spends with our basketball team, taking us all 
to the playoffs has been emotional and exciting! Thank you to our Sports Coordinator Mr. Riverol for 
attending all the team meetings and making sure we have water and Gatorade. Thank you Mr. Juarez, 
who attends every single RAMS game!!

Les Designers 
Thank you for being more creative and innovative with each edition!
For all these groups they celebrate discovery, impact, gracious professionalism and teamwork.
Thank you to all our BHS teachers who support our students during the school day and during all our 
extra curricular activities.

Principal 
Mrs. Jamie Usher



Mark Your Calendars!
December 4  Grade Verification @1pm, Lunch@12:30pm, 

Dismissal @3:10pm

December 5 Homeroom Parties, Homeroom and campus 

clean-up , Canned Food Drive

December 6- 11 Exams

December 7 Sharing breakfast with the homeless @ 

Battlefield (Community Services Hours)

December 12 All Students on Campus in uniform, Final Clean 

up, (25 Community Service Hours) Awards 

Ceremony @10am, dismissal @ 11:30am

December 13 Mass Report Card Day 10 am- 12pm




